Course Prospectus
For THL 460 Contemporary World Religions
PRIVATE 
Overviewtc "Course evaluation"
This course is designed to introduce you to the major religions of the world—Hinduism, Buddhism, Daoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. At the end of the course, you will have increased your awareness of the important elements of the major religions—their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes, and artistic expression. You will recognize the differences among the religious traditions. You will better understand the religious issues and conflicts in the modern world. 
PRIVATE 
Course catalog description for this coursetc "Course catalog description for this course" 

This course is an introduction to the major religious traditions of the world, particularly Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, and Islam; and consideration of neo-pagan and cultic phenomena in the contemporary world. Emphasis is on the historical development, key figures, as well as major doctrines and practices. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate a working knowledge of the similarities and differences between the world’s religions and how they differ from Christianity.
PRIVATE 
Prerequisites and corequisitestc "Course catalog description for this course" 

None.

Course credit

Three (3) semester hours.

PRIVATE 
Instructional objectivestc "Course evaluation"
On successful completion of this course, a student should be able to: 
1. Describe characteristics used to identify a religion and the patterns shared by indigenous religions;
2. Describe features of devotional Hinduism practiced by the majority of Hindus;
3. Distinguish among the three major branches of Buddhism and discuss modern developments in Buddhism, including its emergence in the West;
4. Describe the key beliefs and ethical practices of Jainism and discuss the origins of Jainism and the similarities and differences among Jainism, Buddhism, and Hinduism;

5. Discuss Daoist values and ideals, the images used to convey them, and the focus and goals of Confucianism, especially in terms of the Five Great Relationships, the Confucian Virtues, and the notion of the “noble person”;

6. Describe the focus and practice of Shinto and discuss the tensions and accommodations among Shinto, Buddhism, and Confucianism;

7. Describe Jewish religious practices and explain the characteristics of the major divisions within Judaism;

8. Discuss the growth of Christianity and explain the origins of the major branches of Christianity and traditional Christian doctrines and practices;
9. Discuss the fundaqmental Christian conflict with Islam, the Muslim view of Allah, its socio-cultural political nature, the Five Pillars of Islam, and discuss the significance and content of the Qur’an for Muslims;

10. Discuss the reasons for the emergence of new religious movements, the difference between a cult and a sect, major examples of alternative religion, and the process of religious change and accommodation.
PRIVATE 
Students with disabilitiestc "Course evaluation"
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities have a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. Students having a disability requiring an accommodation should inform the instructor through the “Contact Instructor” link on the course home page.

PRIVATE 
Technology accesstc "Course evaluation"
This course requires web access and the student has to have an established e-mail account. The Adobe Acrobat Reader is necessary to view documents that are PDF files. One can download the reader free at http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html.

PRIVATE 
Course evaluationtc "Course evaluation"
Student input is welcome for improving this course. Making suggestions by e-mail is helpful. Our goal in this course is to facilitate the successful achievement of all instructional objectives by all students. At the end of the course students have the opportunity of assessing the course. We want to make e-learning courses as effective as we can. We may also ask some other questions concerning a student’s experience in distance learning to help us improve our program. We appreciate students letting us know how we can improve our products and services for them and other distance learners.
PRIVATE 
Textbookstc "Course evaluation"
The textbook for this course is:
Molloy, Michael. Experiencing the World's Religions.  5th edition. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010. 
The four books you are to review in this course are:
Esposito, John L. What Everyone Needs to Know about Islam. New York: Oxford University Press, 2002.

Griffiths, Paul J. Christianity Through Non-Christian Eyes. New York: Orbis Books, 1990.
Knitter. Paul F. NO OTHER Name: A Critical Survey of Christian Attitudes Toward the World’s religions. New York: Orbis Books, 1985.

McCarthy, Andrew C. The grand Jihad: How Islam and the left Sabotage America. New York: Encounter books, 2010.
Students may order these through the University Bookstore.

The books used in this course are commercial publications. They represent the views and ideas of their authors, editors, and publishers. Living University does not endorse these texts nor vouch for their accuracy. We simply employ them in helping you master the content of the course.

PRIVATE 
Icebreaker assignmenttc "Course evaluation"
To begin this course, students must complete an icebreaker assignment to introduce themselves to their classmates through the posting of a short autobiography on the course Forum. The icebreaker assignment is due by the eighth day of the semester. Students post their biographies as a reply to the "Bios" topic on the course forum. A student can earn 25 bonus points in this course by doing so “on time.” As there are people from all over the world enrolled in this course each autobiography will help all know, understand and appreciate each other. Students are to read and comment on each other's bios throughout the first week of class.

PRIVATE 
Course requirements and gradestc "Course evaluation"
Due dates and extensions

Students must complete the course by the last official day of instruction as set forth in the academic calendar.

Reading and writing exercises

Refer to “Course outline and assignments” section for reading assignments. When you undertake your critical book reviews you may find the reviews of these titles on Amazon.com helpful.
PRIVATE 
Filing writing assignmentstc "Course evaluation"
For instructions in how to post assignments, visit the Frequently Asked Questions pages through the link on the course homepage. 

PRIVATE 
Study tipstc "Course evaluation"
Distance learning emphasizes self-motivation. The instructor functions as a facilitator with the student as the driving force in mastering course content. Students are encouraged not to put off completing their readings and assignments. 

PRIVATE 
Gradingtc "Course evaluation"
A course grade will be determined based on the number of points a student has earned over the semester as follows:

Book Reviews (four, each worth 100 points, for a total of 400 points)

Lesson Writing Assignments (twelve, each worth 25 points, for a total of 300 points)

Exams (five, each worth 60 points, for a total of 300 points]

TOTAL 1,000 points

Posting the autobiography on time can earn a student 25 bonus points. These points could make the difference between an A or a B, or passing or not passing. 

Grades are in the traditional American style of an A, B, C, D, or F. In distance learning, we believe that the measure of mastery of course subject matter is completion of 80% of the objectives for a course. That means that we want students to earn at least 800 points in this course. If they do not do so then they have not achieved the level of the mastery we would like them to have. 

We want this course to be competency-based and so it is possible for the entire class to receive an A or a B. There is no artificial curving of scores in the assignment of grades (if you do not know what that means, do not worry about it). Mastery of the material is what one’s goal should be.

Grades, assigned by points, are as follows:

A 900-1000 points

B 800-899 points

C 700-799 points

D 600-699 points

F Below 600 points 

PRIVATE 
Academic irregularitytc "Course evaluation"
Students have the responsibility for conducting themselves in such a manner as to avoid any suspicion that they are improperly giving or receiving aid on any assignment or examination. An academic irregularity not only includes cheating but also includes plagiarism (taking another’s ideas and/or words and presenting them as if they were the writer’s own) and the submitting of the same paper in separate courses without prior consent from the faculty members concerned.

In cases of suspected academic irregularity, faculty members may refuse to grade such papers, completely or in part, or examinations, and to record each of them as a failure.

If an academic irregularity is sufficiently serious, the University may take one or more of, but not limited to, the following actions:


1. Drop the student from the course with a grade of F;


2. Place the student on academic probation; and/or


3. Dismiss the student from the University.

PRIVATE 
Course calendartc "Course evaluation"


	Unit I Introduction
	Reading Assignments

	Lesson 1  Understanding Religion  (January 19-February 7)
	Molloy 3-32

	Lesson 2 Indigenous Religions (February 8-Mach 14)
	Molloy 34-73

	Exam 1

Book Report: Christianity Through Non-Christian Eyes
	

	Unit II Eastern Religions
	Reading Assignments

	Lesson 3 Hinduism (March 15-April 18)
	Molloy 75-123

	
	

	Lesson 4 Buddhism (April 19-May 10)
	Molloy 125-187

	Lesson 5 Jainism and Sikhism
	Molloy 189-211

	Lesson 6 Daoism and Confucianism
	Molloy 213-261

	Lesson 7 Shinto
	Molloy 263-287

	Exam 2

Book Report: No Other Name?
	

	Unit III Judaism and Christianity
	Reading Assignments

	
	

	Lesson 8 Judaism
	Molloy 289-341

	Lesson 9 Christianity
	Molloy 343-421

	Exam 3

Book Report: The Grand Jihad
	

	Unit IV Islam
	Reading Assignments

	Lesson 10 Islam
	Molloy 423-487

	Exam 4

Book Report: What Everyone Needs to Know About Islam
	

	Unit V Conclusion
	Reading Assignments

	Lesson 11 Alternative Paths
	Molloy 489-525

	Lesson 12 The Modern Search
	Molloy 527-563

	Exam 5
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